Lecture 13: The Atmosphere

1. (finishing up) Age of the Earth
2. The atmosphere
3. Planetary habitability
4. Mysterious water

We acknowledge and respect the Iek”’”ef]en peoples on whose traditional territory the university stands and the Songhees, Esquimalt and WSANEE peoples whose
historical relationships with the land continue to this day.



Age of the Earth
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Age of the Earth
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Age of the Earth
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Age of the Earth
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Figr, 1. The lead isochron for meteorites and its estimated limits. The outline around
each point indicates measurcment error.

Age of meteorites and the earth. Claire Patterson 1956



The atmosphere
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PARTS PER MILLION

Atmospheric CO, at Mauna Loa Observatory
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Video ("videos/planet formation.mp4")




Where does our water come from?
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